THE RETREAT OF BRITAIN
Though the fundamental motives which prompted
Britain to enter the War once it started were the fears
which the vision of a German hegemony of Europe
aroused, the War actually began as a revolt, or arose
out of the agitations of national groups in Eastern
and South-Eastern Europe, which resented the pros-
pect of German overlordship or the actual conditions
of Austro-Gerrnan imperialism. One need only re-
call the part played by the ferment among the
Serbians, the Czechs, the Slovaks, the Croats, the
Poles and even the Alsatians (Gabriel Hanataux,
the French historian, declared that if the Germans
had been able to reconcile the Alsatians there would
have been no war) to appreciate what the attitude of
some of those national groups would be to the pros-
pect of becoming a minority, subject to the tender
mercies of a Brown Shirt Germany. It is true that
the present status, particularly on its economic side is,
in some respects, worse than the old. A status quo
created by war is pretty certain to be worse than the
one which it was the purpose of the war to correct
Which is the reason for a common guarantee not
against change of frontiers, but against change of
frontiers by war.
On one ground only could we justly assume that a
new and larger German hegemony would work
where the old one failed, namely, proof that the
Germany of Hitler shows greater capacity for the
management of minorities, racial, religious and
national, for reconciling them and securing their